
Dear Henry Clay High School Families, 

As we hit the halfway mark of our NTI days, I want to update everyone with what the rest of the 

semester looks like, and inform you of the grading procedure we will use for this time. Henry Clay High 

School’s SBDM council approved this grading procedure on Wednesday, April 29. 

As mentioned previously, the physical and emotional well-being of our students and their families, as 

well as the physical and emotional well-being of my staff, is my main priority.  

I believe the grading procedure and plan we have for the remainder of NTI will continue to provide our 

students the opportunity to learn and grow; likewise, I also believe it extends the necessary grace to all 

students who might be suffering, unknown to us (the school), during this uncertain time. The last thing I 

want for any student at Henry Clay High School is for them to experience any extra anxiety because of 

schoolwork.  

As a parent of three school aged children who are all doing NTI work from home, I know the challenge of 

making sure they stay engaged and continue to apply themselves during this time. I respect the 

challenge of finding the balance of holding them accountable without stressing them out. Please 

continue to do the best you can to find that balance with your children these last four weeks of school.  

The last four weeks of school will be a great opportunity for all students to increase their grades in all 

classes. As you will see in the grading procedure below, no new material will be introduced to students 

beyond May 15. Since the last day of NTI is officially May 27, this allows ample time for all NTI 

assignments to be completed with ongoing assistance and guidance from teachers and other support 

staff. 

More information is coming later about end of year procedures, which will include locker clean out, 

returning books, Chromebooks, etc., and anything else pertaining to the end of the school year. 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you and your family need anything.  

Stay safe. 

Paul Little Jr. 

Principal, Henry Clay High School 

  



PROPOSAL 

HENRY CLAY SPRING 2020 SEMESTER GRADE PROCEDURES 

(to be used only because of NTI days from April 6, 2020 through May 27, 2020 resulting 
from the COVID 19 Pandemic) 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE FINAL GRADE AWARDED: 

 Henry Clay High School will assess students using the grading procedures set by 

the SBDM council; however, no student shall receive a failing grade for the 

Spring 2020 semester. Students with a grade below 65 will receive an I 

(Incomplete) and given an opportunity to recover through a variety of options on 

a case-by-case basis as best meets the needs of each student. 

Rationale: For the I (Incomplete) instead of F (failing grade) – NTI was not designed to 
deliver long-term, new content instruction, we cannot insure and guarantee all students 
have access to the tools and environment they need to learn at a high level, district 
guidance, and we are in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe as a “deadly 

world-wide pandemic” 

NOTES:  Examples of remediation for students who receive an I:  for some this could 

be one final test given to insure they know the basic material; for others it may be 

assignments to get them up to passing; for others it may be they need to repeat the 

entire semester or do an on-line credit recovery program, after school ESS, etc. 

ALSO: Please note this does NOT apply to dual credit courses as dual 

credit courses will continue to follow the guidelines set forth by the college 

or university. 

 In determining a students’ final grade for the semester please note the grade 

issued can be no lower than what the last grade was that included work assigned 

and collected on or before Friday March 13 

 Any work assigned but not collected prior to this date can be collected and 

graded but no 0’s should be given for those assignments 

 A students’ semester end grade cannot be lower than whatever the grade was up 

to & including work assigned on or before March 13, if NTI work has increased 

the students grade it can be counted  

 



INFORMATION FOR NTI WORK:  

 Work done during NTI can only improve a students’ grade 

Rationale: For NTI work to be used ONLY if it improves a students’ grade- NTI was not 

designed to deliver long-term, new content instruction, we have no way to insure and 

guarantee all students have access to the tools and environment they need in order to 

learn at a high level, district guidance in the form of a letter home (In letter home from 

Superintendent Caulk: “…I want to assure you that work done during NTI will not lower 

any student’s grade…”), and we are in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe as 

a “deadly, world-wide pandemic” 

 Students may turn in any work assigned after March 13 for up to 10 work days 

beyond the last NTI day of May 27 (10 work days beyond May 27 is June 10) 

Rationale: For allowing NTI work to be turned in up to 10 days after the final NTI day- 

NTI was not designed to deliver long-term, new content instruction, we have no way to 

insure and guarantee all students have access to the tools and environment they need 

in order to learn at a high level, we are in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe 

as a “deadly, world-wide pandemic,” per KDE guidance for last day to turn in NTI work 

 The last day for teachers to deliver new NTI content is May 15 

Rationale: For May 15 as last NTI day to deliver new content-This allows teachers time 

to work individually with students and gives students additional time to complete missing 

assignments, insures us the flexibility needed to get students to a passing grade, NTI 

was not designed to deliver long-term, new content instruction, we have no way to 

insure and guarantee all students have access to the tools and environment they need 

in order to learn at a high level, we are in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe 

as a “deadly, world-wide pandemic,” District guidance for last NTI instructional day 

 Teachers should grade & provide feedback on work assigned during NTI. These 

grades can be entered into the gradebook and teachers can choose to enter 0’s 

for students who do not complete the assignment (please note - when 

determining a students’ final grade for the semester the grade issued cannot 

lower than what the last grade was that included work assigned and collected on 

or before Friday March 13) 

 

 



FINAL GRADE: 

 When assigning a students’ final grade a teacher must compare the current 

grade (which may include NTI assignments) to the March 13 grade and assign 

the higher of the 2 grades as the final grade  

Rationale: For final grades- NTI was not designed to deliver long-term, new content 

instruction, we have no way to insure and guarantee all students have access to the 

tools and environment they need in order to learn at a high level, district guidance in 

the form of a letter home (In letter home from Superintendent Caulk: “…I want to 

assure you that work done during NTI will not lower any student’s grade…”), we are 

in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe as a “deadly, world-wide pandemic” 

SUGGESTION: To help teachers more easily determine March 13 grade status, 

teachers can reference grade 2 progress report after insuring that any NTI work entered 

into the gradebook up to April 10 did not lower a students’ letter grade on the progress 

report 

*A video will be sent to teachers showing them how to change a final grade. It is a 

simple process and allows them to change the letter grade if needed while still allowing 

the grade book to accurately reflect the grades the student earned on each assignment. 

FINALS: 

 There will be no final exams given for the 2020 Spring Semester 

Rationale: For the elimination of final exams- With no new content taught after May 

15, we want students’ focus from May 16-May 27, (with assistance and guidance 

from teachers), to be the completion of all NTI assignments without having to focus 

on preparing for a final exam. NTI was not designed to deliver long term, new 

content instruction, we have no way to insure and guarantee all students have 

access to the tools and environment they need in order to learn at a high level, KDE 

& District guidance, we are in the midst of what the CDC and WHO describe as a 

“deadly, world-wide pandemic” 

  

 

 

 


